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We may not have many platforms for screening of documentaries 
but what we do have is a large number of subjects for documentary 
making, as I can tell from my social work among tribal communities,
 rural people and children of sex workers. Government of Maharashtra 
will provide all the help to documentary filmmakers by making at 
least four Sundays available for documentary screening in theatres 
available with Government of Maharashtra. This was stated by the 
Minister of State for Urban Development, Government of 
Maharashtra, Yogesh Sagar, while inaugurating KSHITIJ, 
a documentary film club launched by Films Division in association 
with Indian Documentary Producers' Association (IDPA).

Government of Maharashtra will support documentary film screening, 
says Shri Yogesh Sagar

Shri Yogesh Sagar, Minister of State for Urban Development, Government of Maharashtra unveiling KSHITIJ, 
in presence of Kiran Shantaram,  Arunaraje Patil, Mrinal Kulkarni, Prashant Pathrabe, Usha Deshpande 

Rainbow Children's Film Festival

Special Visits:

Shri Prashant Pathrabe, D.G. addressing the students 
of Somaiya College & SIES College. 

Dr. Sergei V. Fandeev, Director, Russian Centre for 

Science and Culture, Mumbai in NMIC.

Students from S.I.E.S. College, Mumbai. Media students from Somaiya College, Mumbai.
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Kshitij means horizon and documentary is always about breaking 
the horizon, by providing reasons for looking beyond the horizon.

1NMIC Bulletin July 1 - 154NMIC Bulletin July 1 - 15

1st Rainbow Children's Film Fes�val was 

organised by Children's Film Society,

India (CFSI) in associa�on Children's Aid 

Society, Atharva Founda�on and Films 

Division for “Children in need of Care

and Protec�on and Children in conflict

with Law” held at the Films Division

Complex on 8th May, 2019. The event

was graced by Prashant Pathrabe, Chief

Execu�ve Officer, CFSI & Sunil Rane, 

Execu�ve President of the Children's

Aid Society and Chairman, Atharva

Founda�on; Vijay Kshirsagar, C.O. The

Children's Aid Society; Nilesh Pawar,

Member,  Chi ldren's Aid Society. 

The 1st Rainbow Children's Film Fes�val in the dream city of Mumbai opened with something very unique to 

Indian Cinema and it's one of a kind film fes�val wherein more than thousand specially invited children 

enjoyed CFSI films viz. Pappu Ki Pugdandi, Pin�KaSabun, Chutkan Ki Mahabharat, Krish, Trish & Bal�boy-II and 

foreign acquired films Kauwboy 2 & Windstorm which were screened in the three Auditoriums at Films Division 

Complex, Mumbai.
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Hence I believe that this initiative will break New 
horizons for documentary film viewing, said Sanskar 
Desai, General Secretary of IDPA, during inauguration 
of the fortnightly public screening programme of 
acclaimed documentary films at Films Division. President, 
IDPA, Usha Deshpande said that among various 
shortages faced by documentary filmmakers, the worst 
kind of shortage is the shortage of audience. Speaking 
on the occasion, Director General, Films Division, 
Prashant Pathrabe said that theatres are out of bound 
for documentaries as theatres are looking at revenue 
generation; he said that however with the advent of 
digital and OTT platforms, new possibilities have opened 
for documentary films. With 8000 films in its store and 
a glorious history of 70 years, Films Division believes 
that not only digital but the physical platform is
necessary for documentaries, he added. Filmmaker 
Aruna Raje Patil said that it is critical for documentaries
t o  g e t  s c r e e n e d  a n d  f o r  t h a t  w e  a l l  s h o u l d 
spread the word by various media. Documentaries may 
not be as objective as they are portrayed to be, but they 
showcase a viewpoint and we need to see that viewpoint,  
she said. Acclaimed documentary film “Secret Life of Frogs”
by Ajay & Vijay Bedi was screened as the inaugural film.

 

Film-lovers now have an opportunity to watch acclaimed 
documentary films at public screenings, as well as interact 
with the director / curator of the films. This is thanks to 
KSHITIJ, a documentary film club  launched by Films
Division, Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, 
Government of India, in association with Indian
Documentary Producer's Association (IDPA). The public
screenings will be organized on the 2nd and 4th Friday
of every month at 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm at National
Museum of Indian Cinema auditorium. Films
Division, established in 1948, has been relentlessly 
striving to maintain a record of the social, political and 
cultural imaginations and realities of the country on film. 
For more than the last seven decades, it has been actively 
working in encouraging and promoting a culture of 
film-making in India that respects individual vision 
and social commitment. It holds more than 8000 titles 
including priceless INRs (Indian News Review), 
documentaries, short films and animation films.

"It is a fantastic initiative", said film director 
Jahnu Barua, speaking at the launch of NMIC 
Bulletin, a fortnightly bulletin brought out by 
National Museum of Indian Cinema (NMIC). 
He further said, "These museums are not just 
about artefacts kept in them; they are also about 
witnessing the journey that made cinema possible 
as well as about narrating the untold stories behind 
those cinemas." He gave the example of an
actress of the very first Assamese film, who
remained unmarried due to the social stigma
attached to the profession in those times.

NMIC bulletin is a fortnightly bulletin brought out 
by Films Division which brings out developments and 
happenings around the film museum. Speaking about 
the necessity of the Bulletin, Pathrabe said that lot 
of educational institutions and students of media 
studies visit the Museum every month; the Bulletin 
will give them a physical document to cherish and 
to share relevant information. Director General, PIB,
West Zone, R. N. Mishra spoke of the growing popularity of 
the museum and cited examples of visitors from 
neighbouring countries who have been frequenting 
the museum in large numbers.

He further said that we are a nation of great storytellers 
and the producer of largest number of films. He stated that
the diversity that we see in Indian cinema is to be found 
nowhere else; we just need to market Indian cinema better. 
He noted that Indian films are already popular the world over, 
they are conquering territories like China and Japan as well.
Vilas Tokale, Sr. Journalist and Editor (West), PTI and other
dignitaries and Senior officials were present on this occasion.

Documentaries no longer appeal to established Film Makers of today: Mrinal Kulkarni

The established film maker of today are not going into documentary film making, said  Famous Actor 
Mrinal Kulkarni while speaking to the NMIC bulletin on the sidelines of launch of Kshitij, a documentary 
film club.
 
Q: Why do you think the young lot of established film-makers is not doing documentary film-making unlike 
previous era which saw likes of ShyamBenegal and Jabbar Patel making documentaries.

 : The reason behind established film-makers of today not going into documentary making may have Mrinal
something to do with lack of audience. Documentary makers have to rely on  few theatres and centres which 
show documentaries regularly. Same thing I observed during IFFI also. Public was thronging foreign films 
but not going to watch documentaries. However there are many platforms in small cities. Pune is one such 
example which sees film festivals like ‘Vasundhara’ which are doing good work.
Q: Why do you think Mumbai does not show such patronage to documentary.

: With ubiquitous  mobiles, lot of people venture into documentary or short-film making. They are Mrinal
story-tellers and I like their efforts but in fact there are many things which have to be told but do not get 
attention of capable documentary makers. Take for example the documentary film “Secret Life of Frogs” 
by Ajay & Vijay Bedi that was shown today. I never imagined such a beautiful documentary can be made 
on the lives of frogs. Documentary film making requires lot of efforts, perseverance, passion and very few 
people have that. 
Q: Are you planning to see National Museum of Indian Cinema

 Definitely. I am going to keep a full day to see it thoroughly. I have seen museums in New York Mrinal :
and London and I am very eager to see our museum. I want to spread the word that there is such a museum 
in our city and all of us should go and see it. Schools, colleges should be encouraged to pay a visit here. 
They should be informed about the importance of documentaries too. Documentaries and short films are 
very important medium to convey the content. Especially school children should be taught how powerful 
this medium is. 
Q: What are your views about possibility of tapping OTT platforms to distribute/screen documentaries.

: I have my doubts about it but it should definitely be tapped, efforts on multiple avenues should be Mrinal
made to bring more and more audience to the documentaries. 

NMIC is a fantastic initiative and it will continue to make India proud: 
Shri Jahnu Barua
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KSHITIJ - a documentary film club
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